
Career Arts 
Residency

Teaching Artist Name Here



What is a Career 
Arts Residency? 

• The Career Arts Residency is intended 
to be an intensive in learning more 
about the process of building an art 
portfolio and developing skills and 
techniques for a career in the arts



Hi! I’m (teaching 
artist’s name). 

A little about me:
• I’m an Art Therapist and artist. 

• (Give some background info 
about yourself.)

• (Share an image of your own 
work.)

Your art here.



SHARE SOME MORE ABOUT YOURSELF AND 
HOW ART INSPIRES YOUR WORK AND LIFE 
PRACTICES.

• Your art here.



I am inspired by ______(insert sources of 
inspiration for you)
• Find artists whose work sparks 

something for you. 
• Does their work inspire you to 

create your own art? 

• What is it about their work that 
you like? 

• For me, ______work felt_____.



Tell me about yourself. 
What is your name? Who is 
one of your favorite artists? 
What kind of art do you like 

to make? 



What does it mean 
to you to be an 

artist? 



Video Examples 

Lisa 
Congdon

ArtCenter-
Illustration Brian Rea

https://youtu.be/io4qS2jH3v0
https://youtu.be/ZSCDnUGFa_0
https://youtu.be/goZpldPlpLo


What does it mean 
to you to live a 

creative life? What 
does creative living 
look like for you?



Artist Name



The Role of the Artist

• “I think that art has the ability to capture people’s imaginations 
and make them think that more is possible. My idea about the 
role of artists is to get people to look at things in a way that’s 
different than the way they normally would if they are being told 
how to think, what to do. I think when people receive 
information through art they are more open-minded.”

- Shepard Fairey



You will be creating art to 
develop a portfolio. We will 

have an art reception at 
the end of the residency 

where you can discuss and 
show your work!



Overview of 12 
Week Career 
Arts Residency 

• (Describe when you will be meeting, how 
often, and where.)

• Explore your voice as an artist

• Develop work for your portfolio
• Field Trip/Guest Artist
• Discuss promoting and selling your work

• Write an artist bio and resume 
• Build a portfolio
• Practice interview/interpersonal skills

• (Insert other topics here)
• Culminate in reception of your portfolios!



Art Making for today: 

Your Identity as an 
Artist

• Choose your favorite medium (oil 
pastel, colored pencils, collage, 
watercolor, acrylic etc.) 

• Draw an image that represents you. It 
can be abstract or realistic. 

• Write a list of words on a separate 
sheet of paper. These can be 
supportive words, words that describe 
your strengths, your goals, your hopes 
or dreams, fears, anxieties- whatever 
fits for you. 

• Choose to include them in your art or 
not. 

• There is no right or wrong here. 



Homework
• In your sketchbook or on separate sheets of 

paper create a piece of art. 
• If  you need a jumping off point create a piece 

around the theme of “Identity” or 
“Encouragement” 

• What would you say to others when they need 
support? What is a positive message you would 
like to hear? 

• Try adding titles to your work. It may help you 
uncover some humor you needed or understand 
your work on a different level. It may connect 
your work to the viewer in a meaningful way. 



Next Session

• let the students know what you will be working on during the next 
session to give them a heads up so they can start thinking about it. 
Insert your own text and examples.



Career Arts 
Residency

Session 2

Date



Writing your 
Resume


Basic Resume Template

Basic Information
Name
Address
Phone number
Email address
Website address (if applicable)

Education
School
Year Graduated
Diploma, Degree or Certificates earned
Anything that would make you stand out, such as a certain grade point average, perfect attendance, Parts of groups on campus, certificates earned, awards or recognitions, etc.

Work or Volunteer Experience
Name of Business or Organization
Dates you were there
Duties on the job 
Special accolades, awards or interest

Special Skills 
This would include computer programs you can work in, machines you can use, social media platforms you can work in, etc.  Any other elements you would like to include. 

Write a paragraph about yourself on why you are a good candidate for the job.
Write a paragraph on what makes you qualified for the job. Explain your positive attributes, remember these are things that you can do already, such as being on time for work, having a positive attitude, being willing to learn new skills, getting along with the other members of the workforce team, putting your best effort into everything you do, etc. Give the employer reasons why they should hire you, how you can help them achieve their goals.

Provide three references who can vouch for you as a person and a prospective employee.
 (not family members)
Name
Relation to you
Phone number or email address



Example with logo






Beatrice Tuttle

5468 South Avenue, Fort Nodick, CA, 33674
866-849-8921
BeatriceTuttle@nmail.com
www.beatricetuttle.com



Education

Wiles High School
Graduated 2015
Subjects I did well in: Math, Geography
Perfect attendance, Honor Guard, President of Youth for the Arts, Social Studies Award of Distinction

Work/Volunteer Experience

Cali Hospital
2013 - 2016 
Volunteered in the library twice a week. Circulated books throughout the hospital delivering books and magazines. Able to interact with various patients. Enjoyed brightening their days.

McDonalds
2014 – 2016
Service Representative with responsibilities for keeping the front cashiers online and working with management to create a consistent environment.

Special Skills

I am able to work in Microsoft Word, Excel and Quickbooks for basic accounting. Proficient in Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator. 
I work well with others and enjoy being part of a team. My positive work ethics are showcased in my perfect attendance in school and work as well as my positive attitude. I believe I can make an impact on the position of Graphic Designer for Quick Print.

References

Harry Jones
Guidance Counselor – Wiles High School, 843-987-2366
Madge Willson
Supervisor – Cali Hospital – 894-698-9664
Wilbur Evans 
Manager at McDonalds -  351-855-3214
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Basic Cover Letter Template



Your Name

Street Address

Phone

Email



Recipient Name

Title

Company

Address

City, ST zip code



Date



Dear (recipient), 



Please consider me as a candidate for the open (insert position applying for). 



In this paragraph describe your education and training or experience that qualifies you for the job you are applying for. Highlight your character qualities and skills that make you an excellent candidate for the job. 



Ask for the interview and provide your contact information where you can be reached, your phone number and email address, and close by thanking the reader for their time and consideration. 



Sincerely, 



Your Name 



HW

• Type up your cover letter and resume. They will go in your portfolio.
• Print your cover letter and resume and bring to the next session. 
• Work on at least one page in your sketchbook. 
• Bring your sketchbook to each session for feedback/showing your 

work to the group.



Career Arts 
Residency
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Writing your 
Artist 

Statement

• No one way or “right” way to do this, but 
some tips: 

• Keep it simple. 
• Use an active voice, choose either first or 

third person. (I am a painter based in 
Tallahassee, FL. vs. Megan Holmes is a 
painter based in Tallahassee, FL.)

• Engage audience: share some interesting 
things about you that you might want others 
to know (relevant to your work and you as 
an artist); what inspires/influences your 
work? Who is your art for? Etc.

• Include any accomplishments; example, 
where you have shown work, have you won 
any awards or been recognized for your 
work? 



Examples of Artists 
Statements

• Add examples from artists of your choosing. 



Calvin & Hobbes on artist statements. Cartoon by Bill 
Watterson, July 15, 1995



HW

• Make at least one piece of art for your portfolio
• Work in your sketchbook. Complete at least one page. 



Career Arts 
Residency

Session 8
Date



Today
Using Social Media to 
Promote your Work

Online Venues



Promoting 
your Work: 

Social Media

• Promoting: You can use social media 
platforms like Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, Pinterest to promote your work

• May be a good idea to separate your 
personal and professional pages-or if you 
only want to upkeep one account, consider 
your audience, whether or not your 
account is public or private, and protect 
yourself from feeling  vulnerable with 
oversharing information that is too 
personal. 

• Social media can mean your work is seen 
by a wider audience

• Can take the viewer into your process and 
show them the “behind the scenes 

• Another way to receive commission 
requests and sell originals 

• What is your experience with social 
media? What platforms have you found 
useful for sharing your work? 



Instagram:Example of 
post styles: essay vs. 

titles/one liner



Selling Your 
Work

• Consider the time it took you to create 
the piece, the cost of the materials you 
used as well as the personal value 
(what amount are you willing to part 
with this work of art? If it’s something 
really special to you, are you willing to 
sell it?) 

• Hidden costs: fees for online market 
place? Packaging? 

• Pricing prints vs. originals 
• Research your market and what other 

works similar to yours are selling for 
(paintings in your area sold in galleries, 
find an etsy shop with similar 
style/work etc. to compare) 

• Keep pricing consistent. 



Platforms for selling your work:

• https://www.bigcartel.com
• https://www.etsy.com
• https://society6.com

https://www.bigcartel.com/
https://www.etsy.com/
https://society6.com/


Printing services:

• Overnight Prints
• Vistaprint
• Scout Books
• Moo
• Juke Box Print 
• Got Print 



Career Arts 
Residency
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How to Scan your original 
work

• 1. Check the settings: 
• Resolution should be 300 dpi or higher (for making 

cards, prints, business cards) (dpi=dots per inch)
• 48-bit Color-wider range of colors if doing a color print
• Unsharp Mask



• 2. Preview: select the image and scan 



3.Scan:

• define your location
• title the scan
• select TIFF under Image Format Type
• click “ok”
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